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Alverstone Marshes
You may remember reading about our extraordinary discovery of Iron Age, Roman and
Saxon remains during a pond excavation in Atverstone Marshes S55I. The work to cata­
logue, document and understand just
what was going on there 2000 years
ago continues -long and painstaking
it is too! But we are now very close to
having accurate dates for the seven
timber trackways found there from
which we can begin to piece together
a time sequence for the whole site.
One of the things that will help us to
gradually build up a time line is the
ecological and environmental data we

have for the site from deep peat cores ---:-=~--':L~~

taken before and during the excavation work. These will hold all sorts of climatic and
sea-level information too, primarily from pollen and microscopic creatures such as dia­
toms. Some of the remains in the peat are perfe<tly visible, as you can see from this
beautiful but very ancient Hazel leaf left pressed in the peat (above).

Left: Spot the Spider!
A beautifully camouflaged
(rab Spider on
Meadowsweet Blossom.
Alverstone Marshes.
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