


<onserY..tion <onlinlJed...

Hide and Seek We're working with the Council's countryside team and the
AONB Partnership on a lovely little project called 1geocaching'. This may be a familiar
thing to many but was quite new to us. The principle is simple enough - a container
is hidden out in the countryside and people look for it with the aid of (iPS and assort­
ed clues. On the way they get to see some nice landscape and maybe learn a bit
about the Island. If and when they locate the container
they can leave a little note in the special book they'll find
there and also get a chance to leave something behind,
a toy, trinket, or anything that the next visitor might
want to swap for one of their own. In this way it's a
living and quite personal thing, a kind of communication
out in the countryside between people who might never
actually meet other than in the writing in the geocache
booklet and on the website where all adventures,
journeys and finds are discussed. There are geocachers and geocaches all over the
world and the Island seems a popular location. Island 2000 is working on the con­
tainers and the little books to really make the Island scheme special and memorable.

THE ALVERSTONE DIG
The elt'lordinlry stoly of ou,,,,chuologiclilind down
in the Ent 'I'll V..l1ey continun. Back in l005, lsllnd
lOGO wn busy woning to improve the condition of
SSSI wetllnds betwun Alventone ud ~wchu,ch, I
close coll..bolltion with the En'tilonment Agency Ind
English NIIule (now Nltunl Englud of coune). (om­
pletely unelpededly, whilst CluIing .. new pond just
by the IUd bridge in Alvelstone itself, Ind in the first
few scr..pes of the diggel, _ unellthed whIt It fint
seemed to be just I few stonn but ~uickly beclme I
complete cobbled Romu UUS_IY Ind se¥en seplnte
wooden plldorms Ind jettin both el,lier (Iron Age)
ud Iltet (Suon) thin the mlin tOld futule!. Ayell
Ind mOle on, _ hIVe hundreds of wooden Irteflcts in
stor..ge It the RIg Fen _tland IIchleology centre in
Elst Anglil, put core frozen in Portsmouth University
with pollen Ind pllnt tem..ins thlt curt climlte
cunge since the ice Ige; hundreds of pieces of metll­
won in 'l'ork Museum (including knives, coins Ind
superb Romu billist.. bolts), Ind most intriguingly of
III I little wooden stick c"rYed with stnnge symbols: I
unique find accolding to the ellpelts, most likely
Suon; but whit is it? Amlgic wind?

"we unearthed what at first seemed to
be just a few stones but quickly became
a complete cobbled Roman causeway"

Now It "'st we Ire mlking progress On the post­
ncnltion lesurch of the site ..nd the conserYltion of
the best of the finds. We ",e wOlking with English
Herit..ge Ind ludemics up ..nd down the country Ind
III being _II will finilly begin to unlnel wh<llt on
ellth wu going on down in Alverltone zooo yun ..go!.

Elms
We're n_ in OUI ltd re"r of bu)'ing Ind diltributing
the disule lelistlnt WJCh Elm Ulmus LUTECE. We hive
450 to pllnt out in lOO7. Islud lOGO is the specillist
nunery's biggnt UK customer Ind we're committed to
u InnuII progllmme of lepllCement Isllncl-wide, put­
ting blCk live elms fOI deld. We continue to keep in
close contlc! with Ilritish Butterfly ConserYltion too Is
the, lie monitoring new Ind potentilll, inteluting te­
sistlnt slrlins under development in EUlope.



Arts and Business
AJ Wells Commission
Local artist Michael Forrest has been selected to create an enamelled artwork to be
sited near to the Esplanade in East (owes. This is a joint commission supported by
local company AI Wells Vitreous Enamellers and Arts & Business. The partnership was
a direct result of our 'The ART of Business' Business sponsorship day (also supported
by Arts & Business). The work should be finished and installed early in the New Year

and the Tnlsi is very excited about working with AJ Wells and the potential for using
the enamelling medium for future public artworks.

The work will feature a large scale local seabird either in flight or catching prey in
Michael's customary bold graphic style in a way that also exploits the subtleties in
finish that are possible with the medium.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Bus Stop Poetry Competition
The Bus Stop Podry (ompt!tition was launched in Sep.
tem.... r and challenged the public to write poems based
on the namn of particula. bus slops. There a.e 1500
bus pop names on lhe Island .anging from the sweel.
'Pea, T.ee (ome,' 10 the more basic and humo.ous·
'Middle of Nowhere'. Out of ove, 100 poems ente'ed,
ten have ....en chosen to be inslalled at Ihei. re5pe'din
bus pops around the Island, produced as either bron~e

castings 0' stone carvings.

"Apes Down F..rm"

There a... no apes lIt Apes Down Farm,
It's such a shame.

I'd love to hear th..t whooped alllrm
Or see a gangling shadow flit
Or spot the fresh unana skin

And wonder what was holding it.
There may be cows and sheep within,
But no .apes li'le at Apes Down Farm ­

It's such a shame.

OI""r good news is thai Soulhem Vedis has started
putting poems, submitted through the poetry p.ojKl,
on the back of t""i. busn. This too is a sponsorship
partnership enabled th,ough Arts & Business support.
ItHp ,our e,.,s pHled to SH if JOu can spot them.

2nd Brilliant Wight Colouring Book
In partnership wilh IW (ouneils' Arts Unit we a,e p'o.
ducing another (olouring Book - hurra,! This time t""
Iheme Is 'Island Buildings Ind Landmarks'.

Intertidal Project
Sculpto' Dave Badman is now well inlo his INTERnDAL
commission 10 make lS stainless steel fishes to be
components in an unusual public sculpture off the Es·
planade in Totland.

As part of the projKl there is a sponsors.hip opportu·
nity for local businesses and o,ganisations who have
an interest in the Arts and / 0' want to support public
art in the local a'ea. The deadline for sponsorsMp ap·
plications will be end of March l007. This projed is
one of the ideas from the 'What if•.•? Island Espla·
nades' book supported bJ the Art Plus awa,d scheme.



Gift to Nature
Gift to Nature is a scheme with a good reputation and strong partnerships. Due to
past success we feel it is now time to move towards self sustainability for running
costs and to expand the programme of benefits we deliver across the Island. We have
a written development plan for the next three years which is available from the Trust.
This step up will be reached through growth and refinement of the existing scheme
and by the introduction of a number of new initiatives such as a renewed focus on the
large commercial donors and "Friends of Nature", a personal membership scheme for
those wanting to support the Island's environment, significantly increasing the
number of regular donors. While these new initiatives are being developed, Gift to
Nature is seeking support for project management costs and development materials.

We are waiting for our last bit of funding for our 2007 projed along the Merstone to Shide cyde
route, it will involve a variet, of conservation improvements such as enhancement of a meadow at
Merstone station, including planting on top of the platform and installation of Gre,-wag tail nest­
ing bOles under some of the man, bridges. We will be commissioning Paul Sivell to create seating
and picnic benches adorned with creatures from the different local habitats. Species information all
along the route will help people to recognise the animals the, hear or see as the, cycle or walk
along. At the Shide end we will be installing sensory pieces with the help of St Georges School to
allow ever,one to reali, elperience the river from new perspectives with all their senses.

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Medina Rediscovered
"diM Rdi$COYered is ~ proj~ct <luled by Islalld
ZOOO Trust ~nd fund~d by Ihe Herit~g~ Lottery Fund
alld tIM Isle of Wight &tuaries Proj<=ct. It will won
with communities ill the Medina Valley to enable
peopl~ to ill...ntigat~ th~ir 1o<:~1 ellYirOllmellt. Both
adults and primary $Chool pupils will be illYoIv~d ill ~
project tbt includes guided w~llu, boal tours alld
school woruhop ~c1ivit~s tll.t will look ~t suth topiu
as boat building, Ihe ill",IIlion of the hovercraft, flyillg
boats and the biocliftrsity of th~ riv~r with its illt~rnl'

tiollally important w~tlalld margins.

The project will deliver two main strands of work:

f .Doorstep Medina
Aprogramme of publicly ~dftrtised monthly guided
visits to plates In the "edilla Valley. These will be led
by local people, enthusiasts IIId elpeIU in wildlife,
industrialalld maritime history alld the plates and
events of local significance.

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Tbe walu will be publidy adftrtised ~IId so of course
Ihere will be ~v~ry opportullity for visitors .nd tourists
from tbe mainl.nd and from other P'lIU of the Island
10 join in.nd enjoy the e.periellc~. Alongside the
walb events themselves tbe", will also be ~IU won·
shops dedic.t~d to ellhancillg the P'lrtidpants' Clperi·
ence of their Medina tour.

Z.ldent
Aprogr.mme of monthly "hOllis workshops, both in·
uhool and out in the valley. These will use the theme
of Medina estuary birds and the illdustriallMritage of
the Valley to Clplore all SOIU of educational themes,
from morphology to dimate th~nge. The", will also be
opportunities to use digitJl media to capture images of
the estuary and its wildlife and $0 offer another 'learn·
illg' str.nd back ill the clusroom. We will focus on the
Cowes alld Eut Cowes uhools catchments at first.



NEWPORT RIVERS
Work began on the St. (ro$s Mill reach of Lukely Brook on the 22nd of January. Afish
pass is being created to allow passage of migratory fish further upstream along the
Lukely. The work will also tidy up the area which has been an eyesore for some time.
Work is being carried out by Environment Agency contractors. Archaeologists will be
undertaking a watching brief on the works as the site falls into the conservation area
of Newport.

The Environment Agency have commissioned a feasibility study into enhancements for
Carisbrooke Pond. The pond will completely silt up without intervention, and has a lot
of potential for habitat improvements as well as a visually more attractive amenity for
local residents. John Millikin is talking to local people and Southern Water to estab­
lish preferred options for improvements to the pond and its surroundings.

Creative Partnerships
Education TM education unit now consists
of Kevin Mcnamara, lilI TlJlor, Danny Giblin and Suzie
Mundell who is working on the growing pllCes p,ojert•

Growing Places Is a long running {,eative Partnership
projed and this tenn we have fiM new subJen aIUS:·

Modem Foreign Language•• Rowan from oUr office will
be helping the kids to make a Mediterranean garden.
'e<>graph,. Ray from the Footprint Trust will be talking
to them about the impact of Our decisions On the envi­
ronment with regards to ",cycling.
Drama and Performing Arts_ Working with A.lewet stu·
"nls producing the pia, 'A MidsumrMr Night's Dream'.
Haths_ Aseries of outdoor hands On worksheets.
Mllsic- An Inno.ative and euiting 'Musk in the Trees'
project.

'Sunny and Share', our crellti.,., projen, started in
September 06. We are working with three family leam·
ing Share groups (Sandown primary, Weston primary
and East (o_s primary) to develop crelltive learning
ideas with pa",nts. The parents will share their new
approlCh to learning with their children at home.

Trees and Tarmac
The winning T,ees and Tannac map design has been
printed at last. Afurther development has led to an A­
level student bllilding a Tarmac and Trees website
www.t".es-Iond-ta.mlouo.llkas p.art of his cOllrse work.
•••••••••••••••••••••
Wetlands Week will be the week beginning the Znd
of luly. Aslut rea, was a grellt SIK,ell, we have de·
cided to nrn this again with the "hools and the gen·
eral publk invited to "ke ~rt in the weekend. We
have prodlKed a range of unique edlKational rel<lurCU
bud on wetland bi"b for un in the "hools. AlJO, the
Il'dutation unit is involved with delivering a series of
school workshops over the ne.t two rean based on the
wetland bird theme.. - - - ~ .
The Medina Estuaries· We have produced 10 high
qUlolitJ edlKIotional publication fo' schools to use for
the Isle of Wight {ouncil Medina Estuaries proien.

•.•and finally•.
The", have been a few dranges at i2k ,ecently as Gavin
Hodson has become Public Art OKicer for Esse. {ouncil.
Whilst we are very lad to see him go and will mill hi.
amuingly loud laughter, we are ¥ery e.,ited to have
managed to lure 10 klhnson, "mOlls" E.hibitions Or.
ganise. at QuaJ Arts, into the fold. Bringing he. curato·
rial skill. and Jean of visual art. e.perience to the
Tnrst, kl will be working with Hannah Birks and Daniel
Roberti to deliver our Arts Programme.


