





Arts and Business

Al Wells Commission

Local artist Michael Forrest has been selected to create an enamelled artwork to be
sited near to the Esplanade in East Cowes. This is a joint commission supported by
local company AJ Wells Vitreous Enamellers and Arts & Business. The partnership was
a direct result of our ‘The ART of Business’ Business sponsorship day (also supported
by Arts & Business). The work should be finished and installed early in the New Year
and the Trust is very excited about working with Al Wells and the potential for using
the enamelling medium for future public artworks.

The work will feature a large scale local seabird either in flight or catching prey in
Michael’s customary bold graphic style in a way that also exploits the subtleties in
finish that are possible with the medium.

Bus Stop Poetry Competition

The Bus 5top Poetry Competition was launched in Sep- g Lﬁ:hin =

tember and challenged the public to write poems based = Under thunder- darkened hills,
4 Silver linings, shining,

on the names of particular bus stops. There are 1500
bus stop names on the Island ranging from the sweet-
‘Pear Tree Corner’ to the more basic and humorous-
‘Middle of Nowhere'. Out of over 100 poems entered,
ten have been chosen to be installed at their respective
bus stops around the Island, produced as either bronze
castings or stone carvings.

“Apes Down Farm”

2nd Brilliant Wight Colouring Book

) In partnership with IW Councils' Arts Unit we are pro-

There are no apes at Apes Down Farm, ducing another Colouring Book — hurray! This time the
it’s such a shame. theme is ‘Island Buildings and Landmarks’.

I'd love to hear that whooped alarm

Or see a gangling shadow flit Intertidal Project
Sculptor Dave Badman is now well into his INTERTIDAL
commission to make 15 stainless steel fishes to be
components in an unusual public sculpture off the Es-
planade in Totland.

Or spot the fresh banana skin
And wonder what was holding it.
There may be cows and sheep within,
But no apes live at Apes Down Farm -

It's such a shame. As part of the project there is a sponsorship opportu-
nity for local businesses and organisations who have
Other good news is that Southern Vectis has started an interest in the Arts and / or want to support public
putting poems, submitted through the poetry project, art in the local area. The deadline for sponsorship ap-
on the back of their buses. This too is a sponsorship plications will be end of March 2007. This project is
partnership enabled through Arts & Business support. one of the ideas from the ‘What if...? Island Espla-

Keep your eyes peeled to see if you can spot them. nades' book supported by the Art Plus award scheme.
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Grf‘t to Nature is a scheme with a good reputation and strong partnerships. Due to
past success we feel it is now time to move towards self sustainability for running
costs and to expand the programme of benefits we deliver across the Island. We have
a written development plan for the next three years which is available from the Trust.
This step up will be reached through growth and refinement of the existing scheme
and by the introduction of a number of new initiatives such as a renewed focus on the
large commercial donors and “Friends of Nature”, a personal membership scheme for
those wanting to support the Island’s environment, significantly increasing the
number of regular donors. While these new initiatives are being developed, Gift to
Nature is seeking support for project management costs and development materials.

We are waiting for our last bit of funding for our 2007 project along the Merstone to Shide cycle
route, it will involve a variety of conservation improvements such as enhancement of a meadow at
Merstone station, including planting on top of the platform and installation of Grey-wag tail nest-
ing boxes under some of the many bridges. We will be commissioning Paul Sivell to create seating
and picnic benches adorned with creatures from the different local habitats. Species information all
along the route will help people to recognise the animals they hear or see as they cycle or walk
along. At the Shide end we will be installing sensory pieces with the help of 5t Georges School to
allow everyone to really experience the river from new perspectives with all their senses.
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Medina Rediscovered is a project created by Island
2000 Trust and funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund
and the Isle of Wight Estuaries Project. It will work
with communities in the Medina Valley to enable
people to investigate their local environment. Both
adults and primary school pupils will be involved in a
project that includes guided walks, boat tours and
school workshop activities that will look at such topics
as boat building, the invention of the hovercraft, flying
boats and the biodiversity of the river with its interna-
tionally important wetland margins.

The project will deliver two main strands of work:

i.Doorstep Medina

A programme of publicly advertised monthly guided
visits to places in the Medina Valley. These will be led
by local people, enthusiasts and experts in wildlife,
industrial and maritime history and the places and
events of local significance.
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The walks will be publicly advertised and so of course
there will be every opportunity for visitors and tourists
from the mainland and from other parts of the Island
to join in and enjoy the experience. Alongside the
walks events themselves there will also be arts work-
shops dedicated to enhancing the participants’ experi-
ence of their Medina tour.

2.1dent

A programme of monthly schools workshops, both in-
school and out in the valley. These will use the theme
of Medina estuary birds and the industrial heritage of
the Valley to explore all sorts of educational themes,
from morphology to climate change. There will also be
opportunities to use digital media to capture images of
the estuary and its wildlife and so offer another ‘learn-
ing’ strand back in the classroom. We will focus on the
Cowes and East Cowes schools catchments at first.



NEWPORT RIVERS

Work began on the St. Cross Mill reach of Lukely Brook on the 22nd of January. A fish
pass is being created to allow passage of migratory fish further upstream along the
Lukely. The work will also tidy up the area which has been an eyesore for some time.
Work is being carried out by Environment Agency contractors. Archaeologists will be
undertaking a watching brief on the works as the site falls into the conservation area
of Newport.

The Environment Agency have commissioned a feasibility study into enhancements for
Carisbrooke Pond. The pond will completely silt up without intervention, and has a lot
of potential for habitat improvements as well as a visually more attractive amenity for
local residents. John Millikin is talking to local people and Southern Water to estab-

lish preferred options for improvements to the pond and its surroundings.

Creative Partnerships

Ed utat iﬂl‘i The education unit now consists

of Kevin Mcnamara, Jill Taylor, Danny Giblin and Suzie
Mundell who is working on the growing places project.

Growing Places is a long running Creative Partnership
project and this term we have five new subject areas:-

Medern Foreign Languages- Rowan from our office will
be helping the kids to make a Mediterranean garden.
Geography- Ray from the Footprint Trust will be talking
to them about the impact of our decisions on the envi-
ronment with regards to recycling.

Drama and Performing Arts- Working with A-level stu-
dents producing the play ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’.
Maths- A series of outdoor hands on worksheets.
Music- An innovative and exciting ‘Music in the Trees'
project.

‘Sunny and Share’, our creative project, started in
September 06. We are working with three family learn-
ing Share groups (Sandown primary, Weston primary
and East Cowes primary) to develop creative learning
ideas with parents. The parents will share their new
approach to learning with their children at home.

Trees and Tarmac

The winning Trees and Tarmac map design has been
printed at last. A further development has led to an A-
level student building a Tarmac and Trees website
www.trees-and-tarmac.co.uk as part of his course work.
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Wetlands Week will be the week beginning the 2nd
of July. As last year was a great success, we have de-
cided to run this again with the schools and the gen-
eral public invited to take part in the weekend. We
have produced a range of unique educational resources
based on wetland birds for use in the schools. Also, the
education unit is involved with delivering a series of
school workshops over the next two years based on the
wetland bird theme.
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The Medina Estuaries - We have produced a high
quality educational publication for schools to use for
the Isle of Wight Council Medina Estuaries project.

...and finally...

There have been a few changes at i2k recently as Gavin
Hodson has become Public Art Officer for Essex Council.
Whilst we are very sad to see him go and will miss his
amazingly loud laughter, we are very excited to have
managed to lure Jo Johnson, previously Exhibitions Or-
ganiser at Quay Arts, into the fold. Bringing her curato-
rial skills and years of visual arts experience to the
Trust, Jo will be working with Hannah Birks and Daniel
Roberts to deliver our Arts Programme.



